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March 21, 2023 

 
 

TO:   Candidates, Campaign Managers, and other Interested Parties  

FROM:   Blake Evans, Elections Director  

SUBJECT:  CANDIDATE HANDBOOK & RESOURCE GUIDE – HOUSE DISTRICT 68 

 
This Candidate Handbook and Resource Guide has been prepared to assist candidates filing 
for State House District 68 vacancy due to the passing of Representative Letitia “Tish” 
Naghise for the Special Election to be held on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, pursuant to Georgia 
Constitution Article V, § II, Paragraph VIII and O.C.G.A § 21-2-544.  
 
This handbook provides a general overview of major events and valuable information related 
to critical deadlines for the candidate filing process, campaign finance disclosure filing 
requirements, and general voting.  
 
Online access to this handbook is available on our website, www.sos.ga.gov. Daily listings of 
candidates filing will also be posted to the website for public access. Our office staff is 
committed to providing the best possible service to you, your campaign staff, and voters.  
 
If you have questions or comments, please email Elections@sos.ga.gov or contact us by 
phone at (404) 656-2871. 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE: This Candidate Handbook and Resource Guide has been prepared to assist you in filing documents 
relating to the election. It includes a calendar of events and summary of provisions and filing requirements. It is 
not intended to provide legal advice and is for general guidance only. Please note that it is not within the purview 
of this office to determine whether a candidate meets the requirements for holding office. Individuals with 
questions concerning their own or other candidate qualifications or other related matters should seek legal 
counsel. Candidates and others using this Candidate Handbook and Resource Guide must bear full responsibility 
to make their own determinations as to all legal standards, duties and factual material contained therein. 

 
 

Office of the Secretary of State 
Elections Division 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

DATE DAY DESCRIPTION 

03/31/23 Friday Publication Date of Call for Election 

04/03/23 Monday Qualifying BEGINS at 9:00 AM 

04/05/23 Wednesday Qualifying ENDS at 1:00 PM  

04/17/23 Monday Voter Registration/Change of Address Deadline. O.C.G.A § 21-2-224(a) 

04/17/23 Monday Earliest day registrar/absentee ballot clerk may issue an absentee by mail ballot  
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(2) 

04/24/23 Monday Advance In Person (Early) Voting Begins/Opens. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)(A) 

05/05/23 Friday Last day to submit an absentee ballot application O.C.G.A. 21-2-381(a)(1)(A) 

05/12/23 Friday Advance In Person (Early) Voting Ends/Closes O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1) 

05/13/23 Saturday Deadline to submit the name(s) of poll watchers in each precinct on Election Day 

05/16/23 Tuesday ELECTION DAY (Polls Open from 7am to 7pm) 

ASAP 
As soon as 

possible 
Earliest day registrar/absentee ballot clerk may issue an absentee ballot for the 
runoff O.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(1) 

ASAP 
As soon as 

possible 
Advance In Person (Early) Voting Begins/Opens for Runoff   
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)(B) 

06/09/23 Friday Advance In Person (Early) Voting Ends/Closes for Runoff   
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1) 

06/13/23 Tuesday Special Election Runoff, if necessary. (Polls Open from 7am to 7pm) 

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-14.  When the last day for the exercise of any privilege or discharge of any duty prescribed or required by this chapter shall fall on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or legal holiday, the next succeeding business day shall be the last day for the exercise of such privilege or the discharge of such duty.  
 

 
 

QUALIFYING LOCATION 
ELECTIONS DIVISION 

2 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive SE  
West Tower - Suite 802   
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 
 

NOTICE TO WRITE-IN CANDIDATES 
Pursuant to O.C.G.A.§ 21-2-133(c) no person shall be eligible as a write-in candidate in a special or general 
primary, a special or general primary runoff, or in a special or general election runoff.  
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Qualifying Fees for State Office 

 

OFFICE SALARY QUALIFYING FEE 

State Representative  $400.00 
 

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/qualifying_fees_for_state_and_federal_2022.pdf  

 

Qualifying Checklist:  
 

 Valid Photo I.D. 
 Registered Voter in district for at least one (1) year – See additional qualifications in Ga. 

Const. Art. 3, § 2, ¶ 3 (a) and O.C.G.A. § 28-2-2 (b) 
 Payment  

 Check, Debit/Credit, or Money Order 
 Payable to: Georgia Secretary of State 

 

 Documents: (All documents must be notarized).  
Documents can be found under the “Forms and Fees for Qualifying Candidates” section of this 
webpage: https://sos.ga.gov/candidate-resources  
 Notice of Candidacy & Affidavit - State 

 

 Location, Date, and Time:  

 
 Qualifying will be conducted at the Office of the Secretary of State’s Elections Division Office only:    

ELECTIONS DIVISION 
2 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive SE 
West Tower - Suite 802   
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
 Begins: 9:00 AM on Monday, April 3, 2023 
 Ends: 1:00 PM on Wednesday, April 5, 2023 
 Daily Times: 

 Monday (4/3): 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 Tuesday (4/4): 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 Wednesday (4/5): 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 
For additional questions or information, please contact the Elections Services Section of 
the Elections Division at (404) 656-2871 or email Elections@sos.ga.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT: Please note that all campaign finance filings are done through the Georgia Government 
Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission. Their website is http://ethics.ga.gov/ and contains a full 
listing of campaign reporting forms & requirement. 

 

 

Updated.3/21/23 

 





 
 

 
 
 
  
LEGAL NOTICE PLEASE PRINT  

NOTICE ONCE ON 
March 31, 2023 

 
CALL FOR SPECIAL ELECTION FOR STATE HOUSE, DISTRICT 68 

 
Notice is hereby given that a Special Election shall be held on May 

16, 2023, in parts of Fulton and Fayette County for Georgia House District 
68 to fill a vacancy due to the death of Representative Letitia “Tish” 
Naghise.  A run-off, if needed, shall be held on June 13, 2023. 
 
Qualifying for the special election shall be held at the Georgia Secretary of 
State’s Office at 2 MLK Jr. Drive, Suite 802, Floyd West Tower, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30334.  The dates and hours of qualifying will be Monday, April 3, 
2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 4, 
2023, beginning at 8:00 a.m. and ending at 5:00 p.m., and Wednesday, April 
5, 2023, beginning at 8:00 a.m. and ending at 1:00 p.m.  The qualifying fee 
shall be $400.00. 
 

Monday, April 17, 2023, is the last day to register to vote for all 
persons who are not registered to vote and who desire to vote in the Special 
Election.  Advance in-person absentee voting will begin on April 24, 2023.     

 
 
 
Brad Raffensperger 
Secretary of State 

 

Brad Raffensperger 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

The Office of Secretary of State 
2 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive 

802 West Tower 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 

 

Blake Evans  
ELECTIONS DIRECTOR 

 



TO: Secretary of State 
  
 
 

NOTICE OF CANDIDACY AND AFFIDAVIT 
(STATE) 

 
I, the undersigned, being first duly sworn on oath, do depose and say: my name is____________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________; 
 
 
my residence address is __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    (Street Number)             (Street) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________; 
 (City)   (County)    (State)    (Zip Code) 
 
my post office address is_________________________________________________________________________________________; 
 
my telephone number is__________________________________________________________________________________________ ; 
    (Business)      (Home) 

 (Circuit, District, or  Post if Applicable) 
 

 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ______________________ day of ____________________________, 20__________. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
                         (Notary Public) 
 
 
My Commission Expires_______________________________________________ 
 
(Required by Ga. Election Code O.C.G.A. § 21.2.132.) 
 
I desire that my name appear on the ballot as follows  Should I be elected, I desire that my name appear on official                
(the surname of the candidate shall be as it appears  documents as follows: 
 on the candidate’s voter registration card): 
 
   ___________________________________________ ______________________________________ 
  (Please Print)      (Please Print) 
 
 

(over) 
 

 
my profession, business, or occupation (if any ) is______________________________________________________________________; 
 
the name of my precinct is__________________________________________; I am an elector of the county of my residence  
 
eligible to vote in the election in which I am a candidate; the name of the office I am seeking is 
 
____________________________________________; my date of birth is_______________; as of the general election for this office,  

I will have been a legal resident of the State of Georgia for ________ consecutive years; a legal resident of ____________________ 

county for ________ consecutive years; a legal resident of my district (if applicable) for _________________ consecutive years; and  
 
a legal resident of my circuit (if applicable) for _________ consecutive years; I am a citizen of the United States; I am eligible
   
to hold such office; I am a candidate for such office in the ___________________________ to be held on the _____________day of  

___________, 20               ;          
   
I have never been convicted and sentenced in any court of competent jurisdiction for fraudulent violation of primary or election laws, 
malfeasance in office, or felony involving moral turpitude or conviction of domestic violence under the laws of this State, any other State, 
or of the United States, or, if so convicted that my civil rights have been restored; and at least ten years have elapsed from the date of 
completion of the sentence without subsequent conviction of another felony involving moral turpitude; I am not a defaulter 
for any federal, state, county, municipal, or school system taxes required of such officeholder or candidate if such person has been finally 
adjudicated by a court of competent jurisdiction to owe those taxes, but such ineligibility may be removed at any time by full payment 
thereof, or by making payments to the tax authority pursuant to a payment plan, or under such other conditions as the General Assembly 
may provide by general law (pursuant to Ga. Const. Art. II, Sec. II, paragraph III); I will not knowingly violate any provisions of the 
Georgia Election Code (O.C.G.A. § 21-2) or of the rules or regulations adopted thereunder. 
 
 
I understand that any false statement knowingly made by me in this Notice of Candidacy and Affidavit will subject me to criminal 
penalties as provided by law and I hereby request you to cause my name to be placed on the ballots to be used in such election as   
a candidate for the office I am seeking. 
 
 
         _______________________________________________          

               (Signature of Candidate) 
 
 

krayburn
Typewritten text
 (Election)



 
 
Check only one 
 
1.  □ I am running in a special election for a partisan office and my party affiliation is ____________________________. 
 
     □ I am running as a nonpartisan candidate. 
 
     □ I am running as an independent candidate. 
 
     □ I am running to be the nominee of the _________________________________Party (Body) nominated by: 
 
 [   ] Convention;  
         
                      
 
 
 [   ] Other (Specify method of nomination and statute and party rule governing and allowing such method of nomination): 
 
        ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                     ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                     ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. [   ] I am required to file the above Notice followed by a nomination petition containing at least______________________ 
 
            valid signatures due _____________________________________, __________________. 
 
    [   ] I am not required to submit a nomination petition pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-132, because I am: 
 
               [   ] Running as a nonpartisan candidate. 
 
 
  [   ] Running as an incumbent. 
 
 
  [   ] Running in a special election. 
 
 
 [   ] Running for a state-wide office nominated  by a duly constituted political body convention. 
 
 
3.  [   ] I hereby tender check/money order in the amount of $_______________________________. 
 
 NAME OF BANK:_________________________ 
 
 CHECK NUMBER:________________________ 
 
In the event that a candidate pays his or her qualifying fee with a check that is subsequently returned for insufficient funds, the Secretary 
of State shall automatically find that such candidate has not met the qualifications for holding the office being sought, unless the bank, 
credit union, or other financial institution returning the check certifies in writing by an officer's or director's oath that the bank, credit 
union, or financial institution erred in returning the check as prescribed in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-5(d). 
 
 
    [   ] I hereby file a Pauper’s Affidavit, accompanied by a qualifying petition as prescribed in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-132(g), in 
 
           lieu of paying the qualifying fee. 
 
 
 
 
Form #NC-S-20 
 
 
 



Office of the Secretary of State 
Elections Division  

 

 
 

 

HOW A CANDIDATE’S NAME SHALL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT 
The rules regarding how a candidate’s name shall appear on the ballot are set out in Georgia State Election Board (SEB) 
Rule 183-1-11-.02.  
 
The SEB rule specifies that:  

1. The candidate’s name on the ballot has to contain the last name as it appears on their voter registration record 
and at least one of the following:  

a. The first name (or initial with period) as it appears on their voter registration record;  
i. EXAMPLE: JONATHAN DOE or J. DOE  

b. The middle name (or initial with period) as it appears on their voter registration record; 
i. EXAMPLE: WILLIAM DOE or W. DOE 

c. An abbreviated first name by which the candidate is commonly known; or 
i. EXAMPLE: JOHN DOE 

d. A nickname by which the candidate is commonly known. 
i. EXAMPLE: BUDDY DOE 
ii. EXAMPLE: JONATHAN “BUDDY” DOE 

 
2. As mentioned above, a candidate's name on the ballot may include a nickname by which the candidate is 

commonly known, but cannot contain any titles referring to the business, fraternal, religious, or professional 
affiliation of the candidate, or political slogan or message. A title or degree includes, but is not limited to, military 
or professional title or rank, or references such as "Dr.", "Rev.", "Judge", "Mr.", "Ms.", "Mrs.", or "Miss."  

i. EXAMPLES:  
1. Acceptable: BUDDY DOE 
2. Acceptable: JOHN “BUDDY” DOE 
3. In violation: DR. JOHN DOE; MR. JOHN DOE 
4. In violation: JOHN “VOTE FOR ME” DOE 
5. In violation: JONATHAN DOE ESQ. 
6. In violation: CAPT. JONATHAN DOE 

 
3. The candidate’s name cannot be longer than 25 characters including spaces and punctuation. 

i. EXAMPLES: 
1. Acceptable: JONATHAN WILLIAM DOE (20 characters)  
2. In violation: JONATHAN “BUDDY” WILLIAM DOE (28 characters)  

 
4. A determination as to whether the candidate's requested name on the ballot complies with all of the rules 

discussed above is at the discretion of the Secretary of State or election superintendent, as appropriate. 
 

5. The candidate name as it appears on the voter registration record can be checked by using the Secretary of 
State’s “My Voter Page” tool at https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do 

https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
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